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Pictured Above: Members of the Carson Climbers at their annual painting project meeting 

Portage County 4-H Alumni
Since 1923, Portage County 4-H has offered hands-on 
learning & leadership opportunities right here in our 
community. Portage County has been the home to 
thousands of 4-H' members!  We would love to be able to 
stay in touch with those that helped build this program and 
those whose 4-H experiences shaped their lives, skills and 
careers. Do you know and Alum? Are you an Alum?  Please 
let us know! 

Those that complete the form will get a FREE 4-H Alumni 
Gift! Please help us share this link far and wide! Alumni Recognition Form

http://portage.extension.wisc.edu/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWHofYMvQcKrp6lsX-9aQHFWa2fkxe-icRe8FcJ7_NrLHjow/viewform


Mark Your calendar!
April
1  Last Day for Project Changes in 4-H Online
10 Peeps Diorama Contest Deadline
14  Plant Sale fundraiser order forms due to club
15  Managerial Agreements Due to Extension Office
19 Summer Camp Counselor Training, 6:00pm, Zoom

May
6 Teen Leaders Papa Murphy's Fundraiser, 10:00am - 7:00pm, Stevens Point Location
12 Summer Camp Counselor Training, 6:00pm, Zoom
16 Plant pickup for plant sale fundraiser, Gagas Farms, 6687 Cattle Lane, Stevens Point
17 4-H Signing Ceremony & Scholarship Night, 6:30-7:30pm
25  UW-Extension Office Closed (Memorial Day)
31 Summer Camp Counselor & Adult Training, 6:00-8:00pm, Zoom

June
7 Summer Camp Orientation for Campers & Families, 6:00-8:00pm, Zoom
14-18 Summer Academy, UW Madison Campus
15-17 4-H Summer Camp at Upham Woods
21 Tie Dye Extravaganza, 6:00pm

Check Your Email!
Be sure to watch your email each Friday for the 'Clover Catchup'.  In lieu of sending multiple emails 
each week, we've created a Friday one-stop news email with events, updates and reminders just 
for you!  Our new software allows us to see how many people are opening and reading it...which is 
not many of you!  We use the email that you have entered into 4-H online, so if you would like that 
updated to an email address you check more regularly- please let us know!  Otherwise, you're 
missing out on awesome events and opportunities for your youth and family. 



The WI 4 H Apparel 
Store is OPEN! 

Show your 4 H pride and 
support a great cause! 
Proceeds from this fundraiser 
benefit the Wisconsin 
Association of Extension 4 H 
Youth Development 
Professionals (WAE4 HYDP).

Store open now through April 
15.  Youth & adult sizes 
available. Ship to your home or 
save on shipping by selecting 
county Extension office pickup 
(Items will be available at the 
end of May)

Managerial Agreements—DUE: APRIL 15th
If the animal you are bringing to the Amherst or Rosholt 
Fair is not owned by the exhibitor or the persons who 
live at the exhibitor’s primary place of residence, you 
must send a Managerial Agreement to the Portage 
County Extension office no later than April 15!

This applies to Cattle, Horses, Swine, Sheep, Goats, 
Poultry, Rabbits, Dogs, Cats, and Alpacas. Please note: 
Market Animal Project Beef, Swine and Sheep cannot 
be managerial animals. Copies available at 
https://portage.extension.wisc.edu/
(4-H —4-H Forms and Applications).

Shop Now

Summer Academy is the Positive Youth 
Development Institute’s signature career, 
leadership, & college readiness conference 
hosted at UW-Madison. The event focuses on 
preparing young people (grades 8-11) for higher 
education in a way that complements formal 
education prep programs.

Summer Academy offers an immersive college 
experience; participants will experience life in a 
residence hall, explore campus, and enjoy the 
unique elements of higher ed that only Madison 
can offer.

 For more information, please visit 
go.wisc.edu/4HSummerAcademy … We can’t 
wait to see you in Madison!

Summer Academy

https://portage.extension.wisc.edu/
https://madebymetshirts.org/wisconsin_4-h/shop/home
https://go.wisc.edu/4HSummerAcademy


Calling all 4-H Youth in Grades 3-7! It's time to sign up 
for SUMMER CAMP!! We'll be joining Waupaca and Iowa 
county 4-H programs for 3 days and 2 nights of fun and 
adventure at Camp Upham Woods in 
Wisconsin Dells. Space is limited, so 
be sure to register soon! 

Register for Camp

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhsKHBCPHjrxv_9hY8jeXQHMa7CiyJze7RxU17MTFH1HR6UQ/viewform?usp=dialog


Congratulations to Kelsie Davis and Autumn Polum, who were 
selected as this year’s 4‑H Youth in Agriculture Award recipients. 
The two were honored at the American Agriculture Appreciation 
Banquet held on March 9, recognizing their outstanding dedication 
to agriculture, leadership, and service through Portage County 4‑H.

Autumn Polum, daughter of Malayna and Jason Polum, is an 
eight‑year member of Portage County 4‑H and a student at 
Rosholt High School. She currently serves as co‑president of the 
Sunset Stars 4‑H Club and vice president of the Teen Leaders 
Association. Through her rabbit and poultry projects, Autumn has 
earned multiple grand champion, reserve champion, and 
best‑of‑show honors. She is also well known for her commitment 
to service, volunteering many hours at the 4‑H food stand, 
supporting county‑wide events, and giving back to her community 
as a youth snowmobile and ATV safety instructor.

Kelsie Davis, daughter of Brad and Michelle Davis, is a ten‑year 4‑H 
member and a proud participant in the Rosholt Pioneers 4‑H Club. 
Throughout her 4‑H career, Kelsie has embraced hands‑on learning 
through a wide range of agricultural projects, including market 
lamb, market hog, dairy, and horse projects, among others. Her 
dedication and leadership exemplify the core 4‑H values of 
learning by doing, responsibility, and service to others.

Celebrating 4-H Youth in Agriculture Award Recipients

2026 4-H Award Results

4-H Ambassadors:
Gabriella Young-Bassett 

Cortnee Peterson  

Pictured Left to Right: Kelsie Davis, 
Rosholt Pioneers & Autumn Polum, 
Sunset Stars

A big congratulations to the 2026 4-H Award Winners! 

Key Award:
Skyler Cisewski
Autumn Polum

Leader of Tomorrow Award:
Skyler Cisewski
Autumn Polum



In this issue of the Courier, we are excited to shine a spotlight on our senior 
4-H members. Every milestone along life’s journey deserves to be celebrated, 
and this is certainly one to recognize. Each 4Her’s path is unique, filled with 
experiences that build skills, confidence, and character. We hope you look back 
on your 4-H journey with pride and smile at the memories that helped shape 
who you are today. Thank you for your dedication, leadership, and service to 
your clubs and communities. Your 4-H family is incredibly proud of you. Best 
wishes to our graduates—may you continue to shine brightly and find success 
in all your future endeavors!

4-H Senior Spotlights







4-H'ers in action!

Carson Climbers members at their 
annual painting project meeting

T.R. Voyagers holding their valentines 
to send to community members. 

T.R. Voyagers at K.B. Willett Arena for the annual skating party. Depending on the month, club members take part in social 
activities or have the chance to take part in a tour or skill demonstration…or sometimes both!

At a recent T.R. Voyagers meeting, members had the chance to get to know each 
other while playing board games. 

Carson Climbers members at their 
annual painting project meeting

Carson Climbers members at their 
annual painting project meeting



4-H Club Reports
Tomorrow River Voyagers
The Tomorrow River Voyagers welcomed the new year and made it through the winter months 
with activities that included ice skating, making Valentines for local seniors, and escaping the cold 
with a fun board game competition and other activities at their meetings the past two months. 
The recent show and tell “Get to Know You Activity” came at the perfect time, as members get 
ready to welcome new animals and start new projects for the fairs in July and August! This sort of 
long term planning is one of the many great life skills that 4-H helps youth develop.

The Tomorrow River Voyagers are looking forward to a spring full of activities!  Service activities, 
such as our roadside clean-up, are a great way to give back to our wonderful community, and also 
help members earn eligibility to show at the fairs. Members are finalizing their projects for the 
fairs with project changes due by April 1st. If you’re interested in checking out 4-H, now is a great 
time to join!

These activities are great examples of the many club and service activities that the Tomorrow 
River Voyagers take part in throughout the year! 4-H provides so many great opportunities for 
kids to grow in skills of all kinds while making a positive impact on their community. 

The Tomorrow River Voyagers encourage all local families and youth to explore the enriching 
opportunities that 4-H provides! Whether a student is interested in service, STEAM, healthy living, 
agriculture, or any other number of interests, 4-H offers a supportive environment to learn and 
grow.

To discover more about joining the Tomorrow River Voyagers or other Portage County 4-H 
programs, please visit the Portage County Extension website: Interested families should look for 
the "New Family Interest Form" link to get more information!

Sunset Stars 4-H'ers showing off the bear paintings they 
made at a club meeting 

Members of the Sunset Stars get hands-on 
learning how to turn goat milk into soap!

https://portage.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/


Portage County 4-H Leader's Association Minutes
March 2026

4-H Leaders Association Meeting Minutes 3/26/2026 

Attendees: Amy Boelk, Sharon Cisewski, Kathy Glodowski, Karen Jastromski, Barb Kasprowicz, 
Christine Keck, Mary Ann Kuklinski, Agnes Mallek, Andrew Mallek, Jan Miller, Robin Oliver, Christina 
Peterson, Malayna Polum, Steph Radtke, Louise Skornia Call to order: 6:35 | Additions to Agenda: 
Old Plat books and cookbook donation | Workshop to add: Cake and Photography workshops 
|Question on new plat books

Minutes:  A motion was made by Louise, seconded by Andrew to update the following paragraph 
from: The Leaders Association will cover 30% of the cost of the trip for the participants.  Most trip 
registrations have closed.  3 youth will be attending Space Camp that costs $1300 per youth to be 
covered.  $390 to be covered by the Leaders Association.  One is from Almond so that one should be 
covered in full.  There will be one member attending American Spirit.  That trip will be a little over 
$2000 and that youth is from Almond.  Three youth were set to attend Winter Camp, but it has been 
postponed.  $185 for weekend with $56 per youth being covered by the Leaders Association.  
Summer Academy and Summer Camp registration haven’t opened yet.  There will be a reminder put 
in the newsletter that the leaders help with the cost of the trips.

To: The Leaders Association will cover 35% of the cost of the trip for the participants.  Most trip 
registrations have closed.  3 youth will be attending Space Camp that costs $1300 per youth to be 
covered.  $455 to be covered by the Leaders Association.  One is from Almond so that one should be 
covered in full.  There will be one member attending American Spirit.  That trip will be a little over 
$2000 and that youth is from Almond.  Three youth were set to attend Winter Camp, but it has been 
postponed.  $185 for weekend and youth will only be responsible for $45.  Summer Academy and 
Summer Camp registration haven’t opened yet.  There will be a reminder put in the newsletter that 
the leaders help with the cost of the trips.

Secretary’s Correspondence: A Thank you was received from Trisha Edmundson

Committee/Club/Leader Reports: County-Wide project workshops/meetings: Snowman Contest ends 
at the end of February - 8 entries| Mad Scientist Workshop – March 8th - 17 participants. Held at 
Boston School Forest and it went well |Ceramics Workshop – March 8th - 6 participants. | Bylaw 
Review & Revision Committee - Have not had a chance to meet yet| Upcoming workshops: Christine 
Keck is working on a Demonstrations/speech workshop in May | Cake Decorating - Kathy is willing to 
have ad it will be at the American Legion in Rosholt. | Photography - Jan helped photography judge 
at Amherst last year and that judge is doing a workshop with Rosholt Pioneers in May.  Would the 
leader’s association want to hold one with the County? Jan will send Lisa her contact information to 
get this scheduled. | CFB needs Plat books - Malayna will reach out to them to confirm.



Portage County 4-H Leader's Association Minutes
March 2026 Continued

Unfinished Business: 4-H Trip Funding Participant Review - Leadership Ambassador Fee Request – 
Trisha Edmundson Cost is $500 (This includes the costs for Summer Academy, Fall Forum, Camp, 
Apparel, and lodging for all events) A motion was made by Sharon, seconded by Jan, to provide 
Trisha with $250 to cover her State Ambassador fee. | 4-H Awards Ceremony - Kathy was not able to 
secure the Jensen Center on 11/1 but she was able to get 10/30. Kathy to contact Jenson Center to 
cancel 10/30 Malayna to contact Create Portage County to see if they are available on 11/1 | 
Ambassador Apparel - 2 new ambassadors. Youth have apparel designs to review.  Former 
ambassadors will have an option to purchase new swag. | Portage County Business Council is hosting 
an event and the extension office will have a table at the event.  Could any of the old plat books and 
cookbooks be used as giveaways for the spinning wheel? - A motion was made by Malayna, 
seconded by Sharon, to use the old plat books and 10 cookbooks for the event. The expo is May 
12th at the Holiday Inn.

New Business: Portage County Scholarships – 7 applications received. Committee is needed to review 
the applications. Committee members will be:  Lisa, Amy, Caroline, Christine, and Malayna. Lisa/Amy 
will send out an email to schedule | Electronic payments for camp. Malayna to set up PayPal and 
Venmo | National 4-H Week Baby Supply Basket Idea - Idea would be to have the clubs donate a 
basket to be given away at local hospitals to babies born during 4-H week in October. Idea was 
tabled for Marketing/Promotions committee | Leaders Association bank accounts & investment 
options discussion. - A motion was made by Malayna, seconded by Jan, to transfer most of our 
checking at CFB to a savings account at CFB. |Plant Sale Fundraiser - Slight price increase on 
hanging baskets ($1 more). Sale goes until 4/14. Club leaders get to Jan by 4/16. Pickup will be 
Friday May 15 at Gagas Farms. Let Lisa know if you want printed copies of the forms. | Budget 
Committee Selection - Committee is needed to create the budget for 2026/2027. Committee 
members will be:  Malayna, Jan, Sharon, Amy, new educator. | Amherst Fair Food Stand Schedule - 
Instead of schedule by club, we will have time slots sign up.  Club leaders would have to be present 
to take a shift. | Summer Camp - Ashley Miller was a camp counselor at summer camp last year and 
has made a Power Point presentation to try and recruit members to attend camp.  Amy will work 
with Ashley to get this made as a video for clubs to share. | Rosholt Fair turns 100 this year. Will 4-H 
be doing anything? Waupaca County recognizes each club at milestone anniversaries.  Could 
something be done like that for us? Club history – if you have any club history about your club or a 
club that you used to be part of, be sure to get it to the extension office. | Clover Connect Zooms - 
Great information is provided during the meetings.  If you were not able to attend, the recordings 
can be found here. 

4-H Educator Update: New 4-H Educator will be hired.  | Amy received a promotion!  She will be 
staying in Portage County.  |Marketing Recruitment team being created. |Once new Educator is 
hired, we would like to do a meet and greet with all of the club leaders. |Summer Camp will open 
next week. |Summer Academy registration is open 6/14-6/18 at UW Madison.  Stay at dorms.

Next Meeting Date – June 25th at 6:30 pm |Adjourn – A motion was made by Andrew, seconded by 
Sharon to adjourn at 8:11 pm.

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/clover-connect-idea-sharing-zooms/


Portage County Extension Staff
• Jen McNelly, Area Extension Director
• Amy Boelk, 4-H program Educator
• Lisa Henriksen, 4-H Associate Educator
• Vacant, Human Development and Relationships 
     Educator
• Adam Hartfiel, Regional Livestock Educator
    Serving; Portage, Adams, Waushara, & Green Lake
• Katie Livernash, Community Development Agent
• Denise Rocha, Support Staff

Office Phone : (715) 346-1316
4-H Support :   (715) 346-1462
   
Website:  https://portage.extension.wisc.edu/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/portagecounty4h
 

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programming in compliance with state and federal law.

https://portage.extension.wisc.edu/
https://portage.extension.wisc.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/portagecounty4h

